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1. nationalist, masculinist oligarchy
2. Aggressive attack on “social justice warriors”
3. Doublespeak and abuse of power





Donald Trump as Pepe the Frog
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Energy Democracy Energy Dominance

Future-oriented: focused on transition Nostalgic:  focused on reclaiming a mythical 
past

Community control Centralized control (oligarchy or 
corporatocracy)

The public good (fair and equitable 
employment, new governance institutions, 
fewer environmental externalities)

Good for the few (primarily white men of 
European descent); bastardized meritocracy

Shared political voice Unstable voice of masculine power; 
totalitarianism; doublespeak

Adaptive Fixed

Sustainability, efficiency, conservation Profligacy, wanton disregard for the commons



Alt-Right Rhetoric Possible Responses

1.  Online anonymity 1. Emphasize the cowardice of online, anonymous attacks
2. Highlight real characters (like “@ironstache”!) and material 

examples of success
3. Start learning about and teaching conservative history, 

thought, and practice, including alt-right



Alt-Right Rhetoric Possible Responses

2.  Tricksterism 1. Reclaim sincerity
2. Embrace and articulate the “positive projects” of 

energy democracy, social justice, and diversity
3. Know your stuff
4. Prepare for threats and attacks



Alt-Right Rhetoric Possible Responses

3.  Anti-Cuck 1. Acknowledge deeply partisan nature of energy 
technologies and politics

2. Emphasize shared values, such as local control and
input

3. Clearly and calmly articulate oppositionality:  
emphasize inclusivity and diversity as positives

4. Avoid jargon



Alt-Right Rhetoric Possible Responses

4.  Identitarian 1. Pay attention to local and regional culture when 
framing and organizing

2. Articulate across resistance sites when it makes 
sense to do so (e.g., Blockadia)

3. Emphasize narratives of progress to counter 
narratives of nostalgia

4. Continue to build on intersectionality and inclusivity


