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A man in American Indian clothing congratulates V.J. Fehoko after Utah defeated Colorado last season at Rice-Eccles Stadium.

Photo by Conor Barry.

Editor’s note: A previous version of this article stated that the memorandum of understanding
included language on the use of the drum and feather logo. It does not include any wording on the
drum and feather logo, and only covers the use of the Ute name.
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 The U reached a new agreement with the Ute tribe about the use of the Ute name yesterday after
months of discussion.

The agreement also addresses the tribe’s request for more educational outreach to potential Ute
tribe students.

U president David Pershing and the Ute Tribe Business Committee signed the memorandum at a
ceremony held in Fort Duschene.

This is the biggest change to the updated memorandum of understanding, said Michele Mattsson
of the U Board of Trustees. As part of this agreement, the U also promised to educate the public
about the Ute tribe’s history.

“[Our future relationship with the Ute tribe will be] a little more public and a little more
organized,” Mattsson said.

The U will also offer more scholarships for Ute students.

The decision to sign the memorandum comes after a tumultuous week in the diversity offices at
the U, with resignations from the chief diversity officer for the Office of Equity and Diversity,
Octavio Villalpando, and Enrique Aleman, assistant vice president for student diversity and equity.

The U drafted the first memorandum of understanding with the Ute tribe in 2005 after the NCAA
introduced new restrictions to the use of tribal names as mascots. That agreement expired in
2009.

The memorandum will be in place for the next five years and will be available for review annually.

Previous discussion during this academic school year heavily surrounded the tribe’s desire for
American Indian students to receive scholarships and tuition waivers from the U. At the ceremony,
the U announced funding that will be given to American Indian student scholarships as well as
scholarships specifically for those from the Ute tribe.

In addition, the tribe will also be appointing members in various positions at the U that will make
relations between the school and the tribe easier, sucg as an advisor position that can council

http://admin.utah.edu/ute-mou


10/19/15, 12:17 PMUte name here to stay - Daily Utah Chronicle

Page 5 of 9http://dailyutahchronicle.com/2014/04/16/ute-name-here-to-stay/

CATEGORIES CAMPUS NEWS

TAGGED GO UTES UNIVERSITY OF UTAH UTAH UTES UTE NAME UTE TRIBE UTES

American Indian students in their college application pursuits. They will also offer American
Indian tribe members the opportunity to attend sporting events and speak with athletes who have
received scholarships from the U despite coming from underprivileged backgrounds.

Alex Cherry, a freshman in biology, thinks the agreement is a good common ground for what has in
the past been a controversial issue.

“I think the Ute logo has had a long-standing tradition here at the U, so I personally like the idea
of its continuation,” Cherry said. “Especially when it can serve the dual purpose of recruiting Ute
tribe students who need the education.”

ivy.smith@chronicle.utah.edu

@IvyASmith
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FUTAH2011 on 16 April, 2014 at 13:49

TERRI SCOTT on 6 May, 2014 at 05:14

God is the Chronicle awful! The agreement says NOTHING about the drum and feather
logo, contrary to the start of this story, When is the Communications School act like a
journalism school and step up and provide some support and education for the student
paper? Oh, I guess everyone there is too busy with marketing, advertising and abstract
theoretical research to teach students how to report and write.

Its disgusting that a man dressed as a native person would be shown on a banner of
the u of u that goes world wide. Its a slap in the face to Native people. How can the U
persist to allow this?
Now we have a non-Indian representing Indian people???
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